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by the layers of atmosphere, the atmospheric proper-
ties in those parts are not the same as around Bharata
Khanda. The effect of refraction is there; but not ex-
actly as it is through the atmosphere known to us. This
is a guess; perhaps, it is right.

When such objections are raised and answers
given, we should not forget that Sri Vyasa Maharsi,
who composed Srimad Bhagavatam, does not belong
to the oridinary class of sages. He is Sriman Narayana
Himself. To say thus there are evidences like the fol-
lowing statements.

We should make efforts to understand properly the
geographical and the astronomical aspects described in

Srimad Bhagavatam and reconcile other findings with
the statements found in that text. We must not con-
tradict them.

In the eyes of the present day generation what
looks highly contradictory to the Puranic view of As-
tronomy is the nature of stars and the distances be-
tween each other among them. Scientists have classi-
fied stars into six grades according to their colours and
brightness. And, keeping in mind the time.taken by
light to travel across space at 3,00,000 K.M. per sec-
ond, they have said that the sun that we see is within
the galaxy known as the 'Milky way5 and is an average
star. They say that there are stars far bigger than our
sun and that they are millions of miles apart from each
other. All this is a matter of mathematical calculation
and not a proved fact. As has been often remarked,
there may be many flaws and defects in the calcula-
tions made by scientists, there may be unknown phys-
ical factors causing illusion. Therefore we should not
revile Vedic literature depending on theoretical guesses.

One more objection still remains to be answered.
"The Meru mountain stands to a height of 84 thousand
Yojanas, measuring 16 thousand yojanas at its base.
How can the sun or the moon be seen by Americans